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bridge, sometimes widening out over a mossy bog into which
I suddenly sank up to my ankles. Soon I was some thirty or
forty feet above the sea on a small plain of tussock and moss.
The sea was hidden by low hills but from below me I could
hear the angry belchings of driven bulls and the distant
"Hoi-Yah! Hoi-Yah!" of the men. Black-backed gulls
wheeled above me in the grey sky and through all other
sounds the sigh of the sea came to me on the gentle breeze.
Suddenly there was a whirr of wings. The dark rushing
shape of wings, the shape of claws, the shape of a curved
beak rushed upwards close to my head and away. A great
brown bird alighted haughtily upon an eminence a hundred
yards off, and, with his evil eye, stood wratching me, settling
his wings. Then I saw that on every eminence on the
tussock plain, and all around the higher slopes where the
grass swept upwards and became the feet of mountains,
these brown birds stood watching me. Sometimes there
were two of them. Every now and then one of them
launched himself from his hill and, with his wings out-
stretched, came at me. He swept down upon me, nearer
and nearer, in a horrifying rush until I could see, as I ducked
instinctively and put up my arm to protect my eyes, the
talons, the beak, the bright, hard, wicked eye. And then
suddenly, as he was upon me, he swept upwards and away
in a great arc and flew back to his perch upon the tussock
hill. There he stood watching me. Then another one
swooped at me, rushed to within a foot of my head, and then
at the last moment swept upwards and was gone. They
were Skua gulls guarding their nests from my unwelcome
intrusion.. At first I was considerably scared of the swooping
rushes they made but soon I discovered that, without excep-
tion, when they came near me, they seemed to lose courage,
or to forget what they had come for, or could not make up
their minds what to do next, and turned away from me back
to their nests where they stood screaming their rage and
indignation. As one after the other they launched themselves